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GENTLEMEN, 


HE Peculiar Honour you were 
pleas'd to confer upon me after the de. 
Trvery of this plain Diſcourſe, was ſo 
Seal that nothing leſs than this Publick 
eee can _ Me 7 Ingra- 


titude. 


Nov, WE: the Principles, and Ila: 


ſhamefully Betray d, and Run Down, it can 
[be no lite Ee to all thoſe who With 
| their Welfare and Security, to ſee, that not- 
3 withſtanding the ſecret Malice, and Open Vi- 
olence they are Perſecuted with there are ſtill 
20 be found ſuch Worthy Patrons of both, 
who dare Own and Defend them 1s well a. 
ga thence and Preſumptuous Inſults of 
the One Side, as the Baſe, Undermining 


Nee 
ee e dong pan ego os 12 
2 ** Td, . n 
5 


1 of the Other; I and who Scorn to - 
h "IP 


of our Church, and Conſtitution, are ſo 5 


The Dedication. „%%% oe. 


fir Silently by, and Partake in the Ss of 


theſe Aſſociated Malignants. 


7b the Ttuth ſeems to be ſo much For- 
Þ Ken at preſent, yet God be thank' d, they 


all yet find to our Honour, that We have 
Fill amongfh. Us thoſe who have Courage to 
Speak it, ar well as toſe : who hade Lives and 
Fortunes to Maintain it : And ibo the Age 
ic Sunb into the Lowelt Dregs of Corrupti- 
on, that it cannot endure Sound DoRrin, 
there are not wanting Some to Preach it, 
aud Others to Support it, at the Expence 
of Both, May tbe Influence of. your Go 
Exam ples, which as much Animates our 
Friends, as it Terrifies our Enemies, be as 


diffuſs de Prevailing, as "tis nobly Conſp i- 


cuous, and the Blelſing of that Church at- 


tend you, which you Ul Eminem "y Adory, | 
aud Suſtain! | 


EY 
> F ut $ 


. as 4 am » oblig'd by 4 Kelaieb T 


have the Ho onour to bear to your Family, may 


The Dedication. 


2 double Portion of Divine Favour reſt on 


Ton, (Mr. HIGH-SHERIF F) whoſe 
Commands I was very ready tw Execute in 
this Office, fence you thought neither the Ad- 
vancement of your Years, ſo generouſly Ex- 

pended. for the Good of your Country, nor 


the great Trouble attending this Poſt, ſuffici- 


ent to exempt you, from ſhewing that ſteady 
Loyalty. and Zeal to ſerve Her Majeſty and 


_ the Government, for which you have been ſo 


remarkably Diſtinguiſh d. 


I am with all Repard, Gentlemen, . 


Your very Humble Servant,” 


HENRY SACHEVERELL.. 
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1 TIM.s5. Part of the 22d. Verſe, 
: 5 . - — Neither be Partaker of other Men' Sins. 


Y H EN St. Paul, by the peculiar De- 
 fignation of the Holy Ghoſt, had 
Ondain'd Timothy Biſhop of Ephe- 
ſus, that he might not be wanting in ſufficient. 
Inſtructions for the Diſcharge of ſo Weighty and 
Sacred an Office, he ſends him in this Epil the 
Credentials of his Authority, with thoſe Rules of 
Government for himſelf in his Private Life, together 
with thoſe Canons of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, which 
were abſolutely neceſſary for the Publick due 
Adminiſtration of the Church of God. And to 
excite in him a full Senſe of his Duty, and the 
_ great Danger of Neglecting or Abuſing w 
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Calling, the Apoſtle charges him him before od 2 the 
Lord 9 f Chriſt, and the Elect Angels, 10 conſi- 


der that a double Burthen lay upon him, that 


he muſt anſwer for the Loſs of all thoſe otber 
Souls committed to his Care at the Expence of 
his own ; that he muſt be Reſponſible for their 
Guilt and Miſcarriage, as his own proper Crimes; 
and that therefore he ſhould act with all the 
ſtricteſt Vigilance and Circumſpection in ſo mo- 
mentous a Concern, and lay hands ſuddenly on no 


Man: Which, whether underſtood of Abſoluti- 


on of Penitents, by that Ancient and Primitive 


Geremony us a1 in it, (as ſome Writers contend) 


or of Ordination, (as others ) would involve him 
in all the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Raſh and 
| Precipitate Action, and make him Partoker "of 


ather Men's Sins, _ 
The Words however may be Aken in an un- 
reſtrain'd Senſe, as an excellent Mazim for the 


Conduct of Human Life in General; or as an 
_ Univerſal Prohibition of Contributing towards, 


Concurring, or Complying with, the icked Pra- 
ices of others, left as we thereby 0 


complices ; in their Iniguity, we may | be alſo Sharers 


in their Guilt, and Fellow-Sufferers | in their Pu- 


niſhment.. Under which unlimited Acceptation 


I ſhall proceed to DOR. on. che Text, and 


5 ſhall endeavour to Me 
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ecome p 
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at the Aſſes at Derby. 


J. Firſt, How many Ways we may be Par- | 
takers of other Men's Sins. And, * 


II. Secondly, I will urge ſome particular Mo- 
tives to deter us from falling under fo great 
and dangerous a Guilt. 


I. And Firſt, I will ſhew how many Ways we may 
be Partakers of other Men's Sins. In order to 
the ſtating this Point clearly, I muſt beg leave 
to premiſe this Reflection, That all Inmoral 


Actions may be conſider'd under a double View, 
and conſequently divided into two Sorts. Either 
firſt, ſuch as are Internal, and Perſonal; or ſecond- 

ly, ſuch as are External, and Derivative. No.] ]Ü＋ꝛ 


as the Firſt are confin'd within the Offendor, and 


tranſacted only betwixt God and our Conſci- 
ences; ſo they extend their Guilt no farther 


than the Man, and are circumſcrib'd within the 


Bounds of his own Soul. Theſe Sins are of a re- 


ſtrain'd, and Poſitive Nature, and to be meaſur'd 


by their Eſſential, and Intrinſica! Malignity alone. 


But the Others have, befides this, a Relative Ad- 


dition of Guilt, drawn from all the miſchievous 


Effects, and wicked Conſequences that low from 
them; according to which they riſe in proportion 
of Impiety, increaſe in the Degrees of Heinouſneſs, 


and Aggravation, and ſtill gather as they are fur- 


B 2 ther 
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ther propagated, and advanc'd. And as s they are 
acted in Conjunction, in this Communion, 5 
ety of Vice, (as I may call it) it grows fruitful, an 
ler; and tho! the Sin Kerr ivy ag itſelf 
may be Single, and Uncompounded, yet with re- 
ſpec to the Multitude engag'd in it, it may be 
alſo of a Complicated Nature, as it's communicated 
Influence is transfus'd thro' ſeveral different 
Channels, which may all ſpring out of, run in- 
to, and joyn in Oze Individual Bod). According 
to which Notion, any Criminal Act ion may di- 
ſtinguiſh all thoſe that are Confederate in it's Com- 
miffon; into theſe three ſeveral Claſſes; either 
firſt, as they are Principal Agents | in it; or ſecondly, 
as they are Acceſſories to it; or thirdly, as they 
are Privy to it's Execution, by a Tacit Compliance 
with it, wil fal Neglect of it, or Omiſſion to prevent 
it. All which are to be conſider'd as ſo many 
Gradations of Sin, charging the different Tranſ- 
greſſor with an Higher, or Lower Imputation of 
Guilt, as he ftands delinquent in either. But 
to render this Matter more fully evident, I will 
draw out, and exemplify theſe General Heads in 
ſome of the moſt Important and Particular Caſes 


contain'd under them, to which the reſt may be 


_ eaſily reducd. We may therefore be Partakers ad 1 
ether Men's Sins either by, | 5 


3 
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tion. 


I, Commanding, or Commiſſoning their Execu- 


2. Conniving at, Conſenting to, or Concealing 


man: 
3. Adminiſtring 
ance towards them. 3 
4. Commending, Approving, Excuſing , or De- 
. 
5. Giving Offence, or Scandalous Example. 
6. Authorizing, Propagating, or Publiſhing any 
Hereſy, Falſe Doctrin, Schiſm, Faction, Ir- 
religion, or Immorality. 1 


1. And Firſt, We may partake of other Men's 


Sins, by Commanding, or Commiſſioning their Execu- 


tion. This particularly reſpects all ſuch as are 
inveſted with any Juriſdiction, or Authority over 


their Inferiors, all Princes and Magiſtrates, Civil 
and Ecclefra$tical, Ma ters and Governors, Parents 
and Guardians, or any others that enjoy a Right 
of Dominion or Diſcipline, Granted and Eftabliſh'd 


by the Law, and a Preeminence requiring all Al- 


legiance and SubjeFion to them in all things 74 
and Honest. Now tho' this Sovereignty is reStrain'd 
within the Rules of Juſtice and Equity, of Reaſon 


* 


and Religion, and no Power upon Earth can Au- 
thorize, Juſtiſie or Excuſe the Violation of them, 


there lying a Superior, Indefeaſzble Obligation that 


exempts all Men from an Illegal or Vſurp'd Obe- 
dience ; yet the controlling Sway, and over- 
E 8 1 bearing 


ounſel, Direction, or Aſſi t. 


» 
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bearing Awe of Force and Authority, the affcight- 


ing and almoſt irreſiſtible Terrors of Threats and 


Puniſhments, the dazling Glory of Wealth and 
Grandeur, together with the perſuaſive Influence 
of Interezt and Ambition, make great Allowances 
for Fleſh and Blood, not eafily capable in itſelf, 
without the merciful Afiftances of Divine Grace, 
to ſtruggle with, and vanquiſh ſuch preſſing Dif- 


ficulties and Temptations; and therefore charge 


back a double Portion of Guilt upon thoſe Perſons 
who abuſe their Dominion to baſe and ſinful Pur- 


poſes, who in this Caſe are to be conſider'd as 
the Principal Authors of theſe Evils, as the Prime 


| Cauſe and Original Ground-Spring from whence 
they flow. Not that this Reflection of a Greater 


Degree of Guilt upon the Commander, can wholly 
acquit the Subordinate Tran ſactor of his,who knows 
he is Reſponſible to a much Greater Maſter and 


Sovereign. He muſt Hare his | Proportion, and 
bear his own Burden, tho' of much leſ Weight 


than that of his Superior. It is obſervable that the 
Roman Law inclin'd very much in favour to ſuch 
unhappy Perſons as lay under theſe Diſadvantages 


of Power and Obligations, whereby they were 


obnox1ous to be com pell'd to execute, or comply 


with any Injunction that might contradict their 
Conſcience, or interfere with their Juſtice and 


Integrity, imputing the Offence chiefly to thoſe 


under whoſe Government they ated as the ade- 
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quate and Impulſive Cauſe of the Crime, and _ 
Object of the Penalty; eſteeming the Immediate 
Delinquent s to be properly non ſui Juris, or capable 
Judges in the Caſe, and therefore not ſo much 
the Authors of Iniquity, as meer Paſſive Machines, g 
directed by the Hands of Deſpotick and Over- 
ruling Managers. As doubtleſs the Strength of 
the Temptation, the Prevalence of Indicements, 


and the Want of Liberty, do very much Eztenuate 
the Tranſgreſſion in the One, fo muſt it proporti- 


onably Aggravate that in the Other, in Perverting 
and broffituting that Authority and Sacre! Truſt 


that was repos'd in him for the Promotion of 


Virtue and Piety, to the ſcandalous Propagation 


. of Vice and Debauchery, Upon which Reaſons 


e founded thoſe ſeveral Maxims of the Civil 
Law, that Exemet all thoſe that act under a Com- 
| EYE from the Guilt of the Offence. And on the 
fame account we find in the Scriptures many In- 


-ſtances ot very fligrant Sins, committed by ſome 


MiniSters of State, aſcrib'd only to the Syprean 
Power, under whoſe Commiſſion they ated. A 
very Convincing Example whereof we read in 
the diſmal Caſe of Uriah, whoſe Execrable 
Murther, tho' tranſacted by Joaß thro' Davii''s 
Order, was not only charg'd upon the King 


bimfelf, i in his own Words in his Penitential Pfalm 
compos'd on that lamentable Occaſion, but by 


the RY GhoSt alſo. in the 2d. of Samuel, I hou 
baSt 


* 


' | 


"i Sermon Prenb'd 


12. 9. bag N d Uriah the Hittite with the Sword, and 


en and Idolatry, in this ſharp Expo 


haſt ſlain him with the Sword of the Children of 
Ammon. Tho' doubtleſs his Subjects were 
Guilty of a very heinous Sin, in Obeying their 
Soveretgn's impious Command; yet did God 
viſit that abominable and ungrateful Fact upon 
the Prince's Head, in a Puniſhment that wore the 
Colour of his Crime, and branded his otherwiſe 
ſpotleſs Character with a Bloody Mark. to all 
Poſterity. And ſo was the Parallel Murther of 
Naboth both Aſcribd to, and Expiated in the 
Perſons of Ahab and Jeabel, who remain upon 
Record as Frightful and Infamous Examples of 


abus d Power, Avarice and Uſurpation. Where 


Princes thus preſume to force the Conſciences of 
their Subjects, and break in upon their Rights 
and Laws, not only their Private and Perſonal, 
but the Publick and National Crimes. will be re- 


quir'd at their Hands; and for this reaſon the 


0 Idolatry of the Jews is charg'd Upon Feroboam, 


for which the Spirit of God has ſtigmatiz d his 
Pedigree to Eternity, in that Odious and Re- 


proachful Character of being the San of Nebat that 


made Iſrael to fn. When Aaron had ſo far ſub- 
mitted to the impions Requeſt of the People as to 


Dethrone their God and Sover eign, and change their 


Glory into the Similitude of a Calf that eateth Hoy, 
we find Moſes accuſing the High-Prie#; of their 
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5 What did this People unto thee, that thu haſt Exod. 
- brought ſo great a Sin upon them? The ſame Rea -- 
ſon will be found to hold good in all Caſes of 
Government, and Authority, which in the very 
loweſt Degree are Offices of Commiſion, and Truſt, 
lodg'd as the Delegacy, and Vice-Herency of God, 
the Fountain of all Power, in the Hands of Mg 
ſtrates, and Superiors, who ſtand accountable to 
= him for the Crimes of their Inferiors, in which 
they are Partakers, and conſequently will bear 
the Load of a double Damnation, when the Souls 
that are loſt thro? their Miſcendut# are e requir'd 
at their Hands. 0 be ho 
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nn Secondly We may 55 Partakers of other Men's 
Sins, by Conniving at, Conſenting to, or Concealing 
them. Now the Guilt in this Particular riſes in 
1 proportion to the Power, and Obligation, that dif- 
F ferently binds, or engages Men, according to the 
| Variety of their Circumſtances, and Stations, to 
prevent Vice, and Injuſtice. By that Rule is to 
be meaſur d che Bulk, and Extent of the Sin; for 


where a Man has no Power, FuriſdiFion, ot - 0 
gation to exert that Power, there can be no Com- | 
munication of the Aion ;- But where we are | 
inveſted in ſuch Authority, as in the Caſe of all 

Public Offices, and Adminiſtrations, or where the 

Precepts of Humanity, Civil Juſtice or Religion 48 
_ us to — e, and reftrain the Com- 1 
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miſhon of any vicious Act, either thro? Careleſs- 


neſs, and Negligence, Partiality, Or Impunity i in the 
One, Connivance, Conſent, or Concealment in the 


Other, they both become Partakers of the Crimes 
committed, in an unfaithful Diſcharge of their 
Duties, and a Tit Violation of their Truſt, and 


are not only Reſponſible for the preſent Acts a- 
lone, but alſo for all the miſchievous Conſequences 


attending them. For vicious Cuſtoms ſteal upon 


us gradually, and by every freſh Advancement 


get Ground -and Strength, till at laſt by many 


multiply'd. Acts they efrabliſh themſelves, grow 


Head: ſtrong, lrreſiſtible, and out of the reach 


of Controll or Correction, which the leaſt Diſcipline 


ſeaſonably apply'd to, in a State of Infirmity, had 


_ check'd and ſuppreſs d in t their very Birth. Er- 


rors in Practice being like Abſurdities in Reaſoning, 


the Admiſſion of One Fallacy will draw a T hou- 


ſand after it. Neglect, and want of Animadver- 
fron, make Delinquents Bold and Impudent, and 


will bring em from Knee to Juſtifying 8 


their Faults. 1 N 


A Tacit Admiſſion in any Ons that has-the 


Right of Prohibition, amounts:to an Approbation 


of any thing in the Senſe. of the whole World, 
and involves the Perſon ſo Conſenting under a 


double Guilt, both as being a Party concern'd in 


the Sin, and as a Traitor of his Authority. 51 


lence, where a Man ought to ſpeaks! is as cg: 
| A 
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ble, if not more than, an Attual, and 
gagement. Theſe things haſt thou done, and I held 
my Tongue, and thou thoug teſt that I was even fuch 
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an one as thyſelf, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and the Na- 


tural Inference moſt Men are apt to draw from 
the Cowardly Compliance, and baſe Obſequiouſneſs 
of ſuch as ought to ſhew their Power, and Prin- 
ciples to the contrary. He that does not appear 
in oppoſition to that which it is his Duty to pre- 
vent, or ſuppreſs, muſt at the leaſt juſtly be con- 


cluded not to be agarnſt it, according to that 


Promoter, or Encourager of it's Intereſts. For 


certainly any Perſon in Authority does much 
more contribute to the Advancement of Evil by a 


Permiſſive Silence, and Paſſive Forbearance, than 
any Inferior can in the molt vigorous Expreſhon 


of his Zeal, and Fervency for it; becauſe by 


him Vice feems to be Legitimated, as *twere Fſta- 
blih'4 by a Law, and to have its currant Paſsport 


without Controll in the World. Thus does He 
that Acquieſces in, Submits to, or Winks at à Crime 
that by his Poſt and Power he is qualify'd to For- 
bid, Prevent, Redreſs, or Correct, become poſitive- 


ly Guilty of that very Crime himſelf,” as much as 


if he had been the Single,” and Runs Aces 
Ie - by 0 


th 


open En- 


. 
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Aphoriſm of our Bleſſed Saviour, He that is not a- Mar. 9. 
gainſt us, is on our part, which indeed may bear- 
a farther Interpretation, that the Man that acts 
not evidently againſt any Party, or Deſign, is a real 
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Both the Old, and New Teſtament abounding with 
pregnant Examples for the Proof of this Aſſer- 


tion, I ſhall trouble you with but two drawn 
out of each, which ſpeak very home to the pur- 


poſe. The Firſt is that Remarkable, and No- 


torious Caſe of old Eli, under the joynt Conſi- 


1 Sam.2.deration both of a Parent, and Magiſtrate. He, 
Ge. like a too Indulgent Father, and Governor, con- 
niv'd at the abominable Tranſgreſſions of the 


Prieſts his Sons, who, by turning the very Tem- 


ple into a Brot hel- Houſe, had made the Sacrifice 


of the Lord to ſtink, and his Service Deteſtable 


in the ſight of the People; and when he ought 


to have Purg'd the Church of ſuch Sanfify'd Vil- 
lainy, and Executed the ſevereſt Puniſhments that 


Tuſtice could inflict upon ſuch Helliſh Crimes, 
and as twere to have ReconciFd God to his Altar, 
by the Effuſion of his own Guilty Blggd upon it, 


he could not find in his Heart to”give them fo 
much as a Rebuke, till the Clamours, and 


Outcries of the People forc'd him to that Un- 


grateful Office, And even then too his Cor- 
rections were ſo Soft, and Gentle, ſo full of filly 
Fondneſs, and Dotage, that they rather Encou- 
rag d, than Reftrain'd their Odious Impieties. 
High time was it for God to awake, when his 
Liſtleſs Yawning Vice-Gerent was thus ſcandalouſly 
Drowſy, to vindicate that crying Reproach he had 
brought upon his Worſhip, and Honour by ſuch 

= F550 Supine 
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Supine Oſcitancy, Sloth and Negligence. Ac- 
cordingly we find God charging all theſe mon- 


ſtrous Sins upon the Old Prophet, with the high- 


eſt Exprobation of the blackeſt Ingratitude, and 


Injuſtice, ſpurning the uſeleſs and unworthy Do- 
tard out of his Office, and executing Vengeance 


upon him, and his whole Poſterity, with the 


utmoſt Indignation and Diſdain.” 

S. The other Inſtance we have Recorded by 
St. Paul, in his Firft Epiſtle to the Corinthians, c. 
5. wherein he very ſharply charges his new Con- 


verts as Partakers in the foul Sin of the Inceſtuous 


Perſon, becauſe they Conniv'd at it, and did not 
poſitively proceed to Execute the Church-Cenſares 


Ks 


upon him, in totally cutting off ſuch a Corrupt 
and Rotten Member from it's Body. Ye are 22 
up, (ſays he) and have not rather mourn'd, that he 


that hath done this Deed might be taken away from 
among you, For the Underſtanding whereof, we 
myſt obſerve that in the Primitive Ages of Chriſti- 


anity, Excommunication denoted by theſe Ex- 
preſſions, ec zipnns & pos Ur, and S ora ml Solara, 
being never us'd, but on very great and enormous 


Occations, and being juſtly eſteem'd of ſuch a 
Dreadful and Damnable Conſequence, was al- 


ways attended with the ſad Pomp, and mournful 


Solemnities of a Funeral; the Congregation were 
array'd in Black, accompanying the Execution 


with Lamentation, and loud Weeping, as oer 
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the Spiritual Death of the Criminal's Soul. So 


ll 


that the Apoſtle here expoſtulates with the Corin- 
|  thians, as Encouraging, and Sharing in the Vice, 
| in Omitting to Puniſh it, tho' in ſuch a Severe 


and Defperate way, wherein Mercy, and Compaſſt- 
von might beallow'd to take place, if in any Caſe 
in the World. | e 


3 


Thus the Toleration of any Sin in Others by 
Perſons of Power, and Authority, Tranſlates it back 
| on their own Heads, and renders them actually 
__- Guilty of it. This Aſſertion muſt be allow'd E- 
vident and Undeniable in all Inſtances of Govern- 
ment ; but then there ariſes a freſh Queſtion, 
Hou far we may be Partakers of other Men's Sins 
in the prizate Intercourſe and Aﬀairs of Human 
Life betwiæt Man and Man, in Common Con- 
verſation? We are certainly oblig'd in Charity 
to bear always an hearty and tender Concern 
Leb. 10. for our Neighbour's Good and Safety, to con- 
351 5 ider one another. to look not every Man on his own 
4. things, but every Man alſ5 to the things of others; to 
oo Edify one anether, to Adviſe, Warn, Rebuke, and 
by all other Methods to Promote his Welfare as 
Occaſion ſerves, or we have opportunity of 
Maintaining and Propagating the great Intereſt 
of Truth, Piety, and Virtue in the World. But 
on the other hand, do not the ſame expreſs In- 
junctions of Charity, Religion, and Juſtice oblige 
us with equal Force, and Penalty, to the no leſs 
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Power to prevent, or ſtop their Commiſhon 
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_ neceſſary Duties of Peace, and Quietneſs, . Forbear- 
ance, and Forgiveneſs, in Mercy, Compaſſion, and 
 Good-Nature to Cover, and Conceal our Brother's 

Sins, and Infirmities? Do not theſe as ſtrictly 
command us not to thruſt ourſelves Pragmatically 

into his Buſineſs, or meddle with thoſe Concerns 


that do not belong to us, or under the Sanctifyd 
Pretence of Reformation of Manners, to turn Infor- 


mer, aſſume an Odious and Factious Office, ar- 


rogantly intrench upon Other's Chriſtian Liberty, 
and Innocence, and under the Shew of more 


Zeal, and Purity, (the moſt infallible Token of a 


 Dextrous and Refin'd Hypocrite, and Knaze) turn 
the World uphde down, and ſet all Mankind 

into Quarrels, and Confuſions? Now to Recon- 
cile theſe Differences, and to Steer our Courſe 
even between the Limits of Duty and Error, 
which indeed is not ſo eaſy a Matter preciſely in 


all Inſtances to do, theſe three Concluſions may 


help to ſolve moſt of the Diſſiculties in the Caſe 
Foo . 
Ee Firſt, We may be Partakers of other Mens 


Sins, if we do not endeavour to the utmoſt of our 
| en Ol, when 
they openly, break in upon Religion, or aſſault 
the Glory of God. In this Gate we lie under 
a Double 
of” the D 


ivine Honour, and for the Eternal Sal. 


zation of our Brother; both which ought to be 


Obligation to inter oſe, in Vindication 


« a 
0 
0 
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more "Dear to us, than any other Contderations 


in the World. When we hear God's Holy and 


Dreadful Name Blaſphem'd, his Being Deny'd, his 


Providence Arratgn'd, his Goodneſs Cenſur'd, his 


Power Con temn 4. his Juſtice Queſtion'd, his Mercy 


Mock'd, or the Sacred Myſteries of our Faith Fill. 
fy'd or Ridicul d, not to ſtand up in their Defence, 
and with all the Courage, Authority, and Argument 
we are Maſters of, to aſſert the Glorious Cauſe 
of God, and Truth, is to Renounce our Allegiance 


to One, and Pretenſſons to the Other. In ſuch baſe, 


and cowardly Diſloyalty to God, Silence and Con 
nivance make us Actual Aporeſſors ; ; not to Speak, 


is to Approve ; not to AF, is to commit; not to 
Rebuke, is to Conſent to. not to ſhew our Diſ⸗ 


plea ure againſt, is to have Complacency in it, not 
to Reſent, is to Submit to it; not to endeavour to 


De gtroy, is to Promote, the King dom of the Devil, 
and to Side with the Powers N Darkneſs. There 


18 no Trimming Moderation in this Caſe, no ſtand- 
ing in a Neutrality and Indifference, we muſt be 
Offenſe ve, or Defenſtve, and ſerve God, or Belial. 
This is a Negative Denial of God, ( ir I may fo 
ſpeak) and communicates a deep Share of he 


Guilt ; but how much greater then does a P. 


tive Jerive | ? When Men out of a Time-ſerving 
Fear, Sycophantizing Flattery, or Miſtaken Com- 
ir Deb {hall fall in with the Dale Humours . 
ebauch 4 N. of Lewd Sots,and Atheiſts, 
ſmile 
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ſmile at their Smutty, and Prophane Teſts, tame- 


ly hear thoſe Holy Oracles, by which we expect 


to be fav'd, Scofft at, and Derided, and impu- 
dently Criticisd upon, and give- an approving 


Laugh to that Exzecrable Drollery, for which the 
Speaker's Tongue ought to be cut out, leſt they 


ſhould diſpleaſe a Crew of Ignorant and Profligate 
' Infidels, by ſhewing «#ſeaſonably before Brutes 
and Brffoons, that they themſelves are Men, that 


is, Creatures endu'd with Reaſon, and Reflection, 


that are not aſham'd of the God that made 


them, and have ſo much Gratitude as to Own 


and Vindicate the Saviour that Redeem'd them. 


Not to Rebuke ſuch Daring Impieties, (which 


fly in the Face of Heaven, and call aloud for 


ſpeedy Vengeance, for Thunder and Earthquakes 
to Blaſt and Swallow ſuch accurſed Miſcreants, 


who thus provoke, and as 'twere anticipate their 


Damnation) notwithſtanding the moſt powerful 


and dangerous Oppoſitions in the World, is, in E) 5. 
the ApoStle's Language, to haze: Fellomſpip with ihe ** 
Works of Darkneſs, to aſſociate with Devils Incar- ja. 28. 
nate, and to enter into a Covenant with Death, and 18. 


an Agreement with Hell, as the Prophet elegantly 


ſpeaks, which ſuch treacherous Apoſtates to their 


Religion, will at laſt, to their Eternal Sorrow, 
find their juſt Reward hereafter. 

2. Secondly, We may be Partakers of other 
Men's Sins, if we do not to the utmoſt of our 
Power endeavour to prevent, or obſtruct their 


D — Com- 
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C ommiſſion, when they manife TY endanger the 
Good of the Publich. As we are Members of any 
Government, or Society, we are All oblig'd, in 
point of Honour, Intereſt, and Conſcience, to Main- 


tain it's Security, Promote it's Welfare, and Guard 
it againſt any Factious Defrgns, or Seditious Con- 


ſpirac ies, that may Threaten it's Conſtitution, Diſ- 


compoſe i it's Peace, or Violate, and Subvert it's 


Laws. God, and Nature, has inveſted every Sub- 
ject from his Cradle with a Commiſſion to Engage, 
Di ſcover, and Di ſappoint the Enemies of his Church, 

and Country; and he that is either Privy to, in- 
duſtriouſly Conceals, - or any ways Abetts, their 

Schiſmatical, Illegal, or Kebellious Enterprizes, 8 
both in the Eyes of Human, as well as Divine 

Laws, is an Accomplice, and Benni in the Guilt, 

a Traytor to God, and his Prince, a Patron, and 

| Proteftor of Injuſtice, and a Common Adoerſary to 


Himſelf, as well as all Mankind. 
. Thirdly, We may partake in other Men's Sins, 


5 by Conniving at, or Conſenting to, any imminent 
— rom or great Injury, that may violently affect 


the Body, or Soul, the Life, or Eſtate, Spiritual, 


or Temporal, of our Neigbour. Where theſe 
 viſiblylie at ſtake, they demand our Succours, and 

Common Humanity intereſts us in their Defence. 

Where his Innocent Reputation is ſcandalouſly 
Aſpers d, his naked Perſon openly Aſſaulted, or 
fea, His Foreun! EP Wok at, or Un- 


- . >dermin'd, 
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dermin? d, every Man is bound to follow the Ex- 
ample of that Heroic Champion, and Deliverer of 
his Country-men, Moſes, who, tho' endow'd 
with fuch an Unparellell 1 Mehneſ3, as nothing 
but ſuch an heinous Provocation could diſturb, 


Seeing one of his Brethren ſuffering 7 D. fended AR, 7, 
Him, and Aveng d him that was o'preſs'tl, and ſmote ** 


the Egyptian. Otherwiſe we lie obnoxious to 

the Imputation of the Pſalmi/t, When thou ſaweſt p74. 50e 
a Thief, thou conſentedſt unto him, an haſt been 18. 
Partaker with the Adulterers. He muſt at leaſt be 
ſuppos'd a Well-wiſher to the Villainy, that can 
behold it's Commiſſion without Compaſſion, and 
Reſentment. 'St. Paul's meer frandiag by, and hold- 


ing the Garments of St. Stephen's Executioners, was 


enough to have Attainted the Apoſtle, and ren- 
der'd him Guilty of the Martyr's Blood. Now 


if barely viewing the Perpetration of a Corporal 
Crime in Others, when we can oſtruct it, may 


make us Malefadtors ourſelves, certainly the Per- 


miſſion of a Spiritual much more, as tis of a more 
_ dreadful Conſequence to the Better Part of Min. 
To prevent which, we are oblig'd to interpoſe 


with the moſt Fraternal Conce rn, gentle, Almonitt- 
on, tender Reproof, kind Advice, and nſinuiting 


Perſuaſion, ſtill with a cautious and due Cor fi- 
deration of Time, of Place, and of Perſon, But 


if theſe Friend y Overtures cannot prevail, we 
have waſh'd our Hands of the Guilt, and ſtand 
2 2 Ac- 
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Acquitted before God, and our Conſcience; but 


without them, we are poſitively ſaid even in the 


Moſaic Law, to ſuffer Sin upon him, and conſe- 
quently liable to partake of the Penalty. But 


however we muſt ſtrictly obſerve, that theſe 


Duties are always confin'd to Overt As, and 


Viſible Caſes; for Religion has left in this Matter a 


wide Room for the right Exerciſe of our Pru- 
dence, and Diſcretion ; for it does not oblige us to 


charge Men at random, upon bare Surmiſe, and 


Suſpicion, or to pry officiouſly into their Lives, and 
ſecret Affairs, and to invade their private Rights 
by uſurping a Juriſcliction, which we have no 


Title to juſtify, or with a rude Air of Superiority, 


to obtrude ourſelves upon em as Privy-Counſel- 


lors, and Dogmatically Cenſure, Rebuke, or Adviſe 
in our Neighbour's Proceedings, that don't be- 


long to us, neither lie under the Verge of our 
Cognizance. Whatever Godly, and fallacious 
Gloſſes ſuch troubleſome Waſps, that erect them- 


ſelves into Illegal Inquiſitions, may caſt upon their 


Actions, they are doubtleſs the unwarrantable 


Effects of an Idle, Incroaching, Impertinent, 


and Medling Curioſity, a Vice as contrary to the 


true, Generous Spirit of Chriſtianity, as tis to 


Good- Manners, and Juſtice. It is in ſhort the baſe 
Product of II Nature, Spiritual Pride, Cenſoriouſ- 
neſs, and San&ify'd Spleen, pretending to carry 
on the Bleſſed Work of Reformation by Lying, 


Slan- 
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Slandering, Whiſpering, Backbiting, and Tale. bear- 
ing, the moſt expreſs Character of the Devil, wha  _ 
is Emphatically ſtyl'd the Grand Accuſer of the Bre- 0 
thren. No wonder therefore that St. Paul has ſo 9 
ſeverely ſtigmatizd theſe Buſie- bodies in other 
Men's Matters, theſe ANA A H that preſume 
to exerciſe the Office, and Diſcipline of a Biſhop in 85 
other Men's Provinces Cas the Original may be | 
render'd) whom he juſtly ranks with Murtherers, 1 Pet 4. 
Thieves, and Malefactors, as the moſt proper Per-: 
ſons to keep one another Company. 


III. I come now to the Third General Head 
propos'd, namely, that We may partake in other 
Men's Sins, by adminiſtring Counſel, Direction, or 
 AffiStance towards them. It is almoſt impoſlible 
that any Great Act of Villainy ſhould be carry'd 
on, and accomplith'd by any One Single Perſon ; 
1 there mult be Cooperators, Partners, and Under- 
FF” workers in it, who, like the ſeveral Achs in a 
well-form'd Tragedy, muſt contribute their vari- 
ous Parts to the main Body of the Act ion, and all 
Conſpire, and Unite in the Fatal CataSrophe. Few 
Men, tho” of the moſt exalted Genius, Reach, and 
Depth, have in themſelves, either Heads, or Hearts 
| ſufficient, Power, Conduct, or Policy, to Contrive, 
Manage, and Compleat an Elaborate, and Conſum- 
mate Piece of Sin, a Sin of Bult, Figure, and 
Extent: there muſt be many Hands employ d, 
5 . , e | 
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many Confederates let into, and truſted with the = 
Secret, any One whereof Miſcarrying, may en- ; 
danger the Beſt- projected Plot in Nature. There- 
fore the Grand Deceiver of Mankind is careful to =; 
pick out his Pri»y-Council, Men of ſhrewd Dex- = 
terity, and Cunning, well vers'd in all his Artifi- 
_ cial Miles, and ſubtle Stratagems, that with fair 
Countenances, and ſmooth Tongues, can Hypocri- 
tically Blanch, and Palliate the moſt Odious, and 
Deform'd Iniquities, and ſlily mfinuate them into 
the Weak and Undiſcerning. Abſalom mult have 
| his Achitophel, Job his Boſom-Serpent, his Wife, 
Judas his Sanhedrim ; that under the ſacred, and 
_ endearing Pretenge of Friendſbip, for the Gratifi- 
cation of their Ambition, Plea/ſzre, or Avarice, muſt | 
_ perſuade the One to Rebel, entice the Other to Re- 1 
nounce his God, and Bribe the Third to Betray his 
very Saviour, Now certainly theſe Agents, and 
Solicitors in the Devil's Cauſe, who Adviſe, Di- 
rect, or Promote it, are to be conſider'd not only 
as the Allies, but as principal Sharers in the Sin, 
whether they bring about their Deſigns by skil- 
fully applying to the Humours, Aſfections, or In- 
tereſts of the Perſon Betray'd, or by Importunity, 
and the winning Charms of Addreſs, enforc'd by 
proper Arguments, Objects, and Occaſions to Catch, 
and Inſnare an Unguarded Heart. Nay further, 
He that thus Inveigles any Perſon, and Seduces 
him againſt the Reluctance of his Conſcience, by 


Menaces, 
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Menaces, or Sollicitations, muſt be concluded un- 
_der a deeper Inputat ion of Guilt, than the very 
Actor himſelf, as thoſe Words of our Saviour ſeem 
poſitively to infer, as twere a little in Excuſe of 
that Corrupt, and Self-condemn'd Judge, Pontius 
Pilate, overborn by the Clamours, and Outrage 
of the tumultuous Fews, into the moſt begs 
moſt Execrable Sentence, upon the Juſteſt, and 
Innocenieſt Perſon in the Wor Id, even againſt all 
Convictions of the moſt undeniable Truth, and 
Re ſon. He that del ver 0 me nnto thee, bath the 5b. 19: 
greater Sin, which does aſſert the Traytor more a 11. 
Son of Perdition, than the Falſe Condemner himſelf. 
So highly are we oblig'd in the Words of Jacob 
to beſeech God to keep us free from any Commu- 
nion with theſe Inſtruments of Cruelty, O my Soul, G, 455 
come not thou into their ſecret, unto „ Aſſembly 5, 6 
mine Honour be not thu . Nou if bare 
Counſe!, or Afiſtance can Entitle us to any Sin 
before its Commiſhon, certainly, 


Io, Font hh, We may alſo become Partakers 
of it, in Commending, Approving, Excuſing, or 
Defending it afterwards, In this Caſe a Man con- 
tracts the Guilt of a Prior Aon, he ſins by Pre- 
cedent, and derives Anzther's Tranfpreffion upon 
Himſelf by his Aſſent to it. Theſe are the Fa- 
trons, and Advocates of Satan's Court, who' tho? 
they dare not Perſonally appear in the Crime, yet 
| are 
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Are his info Friends in the Juſtification of It it. 
We may frequently obſerve many of the Crafty, 
Time-ſerving Politicians of this World, to act 
always in Publick on the Reſerve, and never to 
declare their Opinions, and Principles, to keep 
Mankind in ſuſpenſe, and hold their Adverſaries 
at a parry, but never fail to fall in with the Party, 
and cloſe with the Victorious fide, when their 
Intereſt lies ſure, and open. They are content 
till that, to act bebind the Curtain, ſee Others ex- 
pos'd to Difficulties, and Dangers, and draw the 
Tools in with Flattering Paneg yrics, that they may 
reap the Fruit of their Labours. Such Men are 

as much in their Thoughts, and Imaginations en- 
ag'd in the Sin, however they may fancy them- 
: ſelves Secure, * Innocent, in this miſerable 
Salvo, of not being Actual, and Direct Apgreſſors 
in it. Tho' muſt be confeſod to be impoſſible 

for any one to do as much with his Heart, and 
Inclinations, as he can with his Hand, and Purſe, 
yet confideri ing the Cauſe which may refrain him . 
which perhaps is only Cywardice, Fear of Succeſs, 
or Want of Opportuni, „ he may become Partaber 
ol the Guilt, by the malicious Intentions of his 

Mind, and the Debra vation of his Vill, by 
which the Malignity of any Crime 1s to be mea- 
8 % and God will judge us at the Laſt Day. 
The Stribe s, and Phariſee's Hypocritical Profeſſi- 
on of their Innoceney, was not ſufficient to ex- 

„ . 
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empt them from the Imputation of their Fore- 
father's Murder, and Sacriledge, whilſt they re- 
tain'd, and abetted their Principles, upon which 
that ſevere Woe is denounc'd upon them, Be- 
cauſe ye build the Tombs of the Prophets, and garniſh 1. 23. 
the Sepulchres of the Righteous, and ſay, if we had 29, &c. 
been in the Days of our Fathers, we would not have 
been Partakers with them in the Blood of the Prophets. 
Wherefore ye be Witneſſes unto yourſelves that ye are 
the Children of them which kill d the Prophets. Fill 
ye up then the Meaſure of your Fathers, ye Serpents, 
ye Generation of Vipers, hom can ye eſcape the Dam- — 
nation of Hell? If therefore we may thus by the — 8 
ſecret Approbation of our Judgment of any Crime 
contract it's Guilt, certainly much more by Con- 
mending, Excuſing, Extenuating, or Defending it, 
which not only Juſtifies Evil, but Encourages, and 
Confirms Men in the Practice of it; and has ſo 
much more Malignity in it's Nature, in that nei- 
ther Temptation, or Infirmity can be pleaded in it's 
behalf. Nay farther, St John aſſerts, that the 
very Wiſh of Succeſs towards it, can render the 
x Speaker an Accomplice. If there come any unto you x, , 
1 (ſays he) and bring not this Doctrin, Receive him 10, 11, 
not into your Houſe, neither bid him God-ſpeed; For 
he that biddeth him God-ſpeed, is Partaker of bis evil 
Deeds. Where we ſee that even a bare Entertain- | 
ment, Civil Salutation, or a Flattering Compliment 
beſtow'd upon any erte, relating to the Vices, 
1 O 
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or Errors wherein he is engag d, Actually makes 
them Ours, and derives the ſame Guilt on our 
own Heads. St. Paul carries this Critical Caſe of 
Conſcience even yet to an higher Extremity, and 
tells us, that a meer Complacency in Other's Sin, Ap- 
propriates it to Us. For in his Epiſtle to the Ros 
mans. c. 1. after having recounted the moſt hor- 
rible Catalogue of Sins, that Human Nature can 
be Guilty of in the utmoſt State of Corruption, he 
concludes all with that Superlative Degree of it, 
that Laſt ſiniſhing Stroke, and (if I may be allow'd 
ſo to ſpeak) Hyßerbole of Iniquity, in this Con- 
ſummate, and Dreadful Character, Who knowing 
the Judgment of God, that they which commit ſuch 
things are worthy of Death, not only do the ſame, but 
Have pleaſure in them that do them. Thus a Man, 
by a Grateful Reflect ion upon, and a Wilful 3 
ſity to Vice, may be Guilty of all the Miſchief, 
and Calamity, all the Villainy, and Debauchery that 
was ever committed by Mankind; and by the 
Help of a Lively Memory, and a Lewd Imaginati- 
on, Spiritually act over all the moſt Flagitious, 
and Heinous Impieties, that the Soul is capable 
of Repreſenting, the Devil of Suggeſting, and the 
United Annals of Hiſtorians Recording. He may 
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be the very Reverſe of his Bleſſed Saviour (of whom 

he ſo deſperately ſtands in need) not only Bear, 
but be poſitively Guilty of, the Sins of the whole 
World. Thus we may partake of Other Men's 

Crimes, by a Phantaſtical Delight in them. V. 
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V. Fifthly, Ve may partake in other Men's Sins, 
by giving Offence, or ſcandalous Example. As Men 
are Members of Society, they ſtand Reſponſible not 
only for the Poſitive Legality of their Actions, as 
confider'd in themſelves, and their own Natures, 
ſolely with reſpe& to the Subject. Matter of them, 
but alſo for their Relative Conſequences, as they 
may affect the Conſciences of Others, to which we 
are bound by the Laws of Charity to give no Vio- 
lation, Diſturbance, or Occaſron of Tranſpreſſing ; 
and in all our Deportment to conſult not only it's 
Lawfulneſs, but it's Decency, and Expediency, with 
regard to our Brethren, againſt whom we may Sin 
(as St. Paul ſays, in the admirable State of this 
Caſe, 1 Cor. 8. 10.) and wound their weak Conſci- 
ences, and fin againſt Chriſt. Thus the Abuſe even 
of an Innocent Liberty cannot be Juſtifyd by a good 
Intention, and we are liable to Antwer for the 
Fall of thoſe to whom we become a Stumbling-block, 
and a Rock of Offence. And if we are thus Obnor- 
zous for the Conſequences of even our Lamful 
Actions, how much higher will the Obligation 
riſe in the Ill Effects of thoſe that are really in 
themſelves Unlawful ? Here we propagate our Ma- 
lignity, ſpread our Infection like a Walking Peſti- 
lence, communicate our Poyſnous Influence to all about 
us, and tranſgreſs as twere by Proxy. Number, and 
Example carry a much more Controlling Evidence, 
5 E 2 than 
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than the Demonſtrations of Reaſon, and Argument. 
For theſe are viſible to the Eye, and ſtrike quick- 
er, and deeper, upon the Imagination, than Prin- 
5 eiples, and Speculations upon the Underſtanding ; 
 whichis deceiv'd, and hurry'd away with a Defire 
of Imitation, and is apt to deduce, and frame 
Rules by Examples, inſtead of Examples by Rules, 
eſpecially where they fall in with the corrupted 
Inclinations of Nature, and have the Advantage 
of being well Recommended, they ſcarce fail to 
hock the moſt conſtant Virtue, to confirm thoſe that 
are already in a vicious Courſe, and pervert weak, 
and unſtable Perſons into Sin and Error, who have 
not their Senſes exercis d, to diſcern betwiæt Good, and 
Evil, And thus, whether we follow, or lead O- 
thers, we both- ways become Partakers of their 
Sins. In the firſt Caſe the Temptation is very 
ſtrong, and without God's preventing Grace almoſt 
Irreſiſtible: For a Man muſt have a ſteady Go- 
ernment over Himſelf, and his Paſſions, together 
with an Inflezible Eye fixt on his Duty, and an 
unſhaken Contempt of the World, and it's Flatteries, 
and Cenſures, he muſt be ſtanch in his Reſolutions, 
and Maſter of his Conduct, neither to be corrupt- 
ed by Shame, Hopes, or Fears, that is not born 
down in a Throng, and ſunk in the Tide of Popular 
Authority. For when once Vice gets into Faſhion, 
it makes Religion look Singular, and Uncreditable, 
On the other hand, let but a Man of Figure, and 
1 Cha- 
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CharaFer, of Intereſt, and Quality, lead the way, 
how many implicit, and fawning Proſelytes will 
follow the Temporizing Courtier, like Beaſts ina 
Track, with a reſign'd Underſtanding to give up 
their Creed, abandon their Old Friends, with their 
_ unprofitable Principles, Careſs their moſt Implaca- 

ble Enemies, and Betray, and Sacrifice both Church, 
and State to their inſatiable Luft, Pride, Avarice, 
and Ambition! Such a Man, like Lucifer, muſt 
Fall with, and Damn his Legions, and like him 
too, be accountable for all the Villainy, Treache- 
ry, and Rebellion, into which his Hellifh Example 
feduc'd them. e ee 


1 
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VI. Laftly, We may be Partabers of other Men's 
Sins, by Authorizing, Propagating, or Publiſhing | 
any Hereſy, Falſe DoFrin, Schiſin, Fact ion, Irreli- 
gion, or Immorality, For theſe Corrupt, and De- 
1 Men's Minds ; and conſequently Influence, 
and Pervert their Lives. For 'tis very rarely ſeen, 

that wicked Principles lie ſtill, and dormant in the 
| Conſcience, and not exert, and ſhew themſelves in 
Action: And he that lays the Poyſon is the Cauſe 

of his Death who ſwallows it. He that puts a 
Cheat, and Lye upon Another, leads him Hood- 
winkt into Falſhood, and Miſtake; and when once 

a Man 1s got into Error, he goes Headlong, and 
Blindfold into Perdition, There is a ſtrange In- 
fatuat ion, and as 'twere ſort of Witchcraft in Falſe 

- Doctrin, 
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Doltrin, that unaccountably beſots, and ſup 7M 
theReaſon; and ſcarce was there ever any Pro: 15 * 
however Impious, or Abſurd, but found ſome 
1 and Proſelytes, to Believe, and Maintain 
8 Are not therefore all the vile Enormities, that 
are the Natural Produd of Wild, Licentious, and 
Enthuſraſtich Opinions, to be charg'd back upon 
the Original Author, in whom they muſt all Cen- 
ter, and Conterminate, as in that Root of Bitterneſs 
from whence they ſprung + ? Heterodoxy, and Blaſ- 
phemy, Lewdneſs, and Prophaneneſs, are of ſuch a 
Black, and Frightful Complexion in themſelves, 
that repreſented in their Native Deformity, they | 
would gain few Votaries in the World: There- 

fore theſe Spiritual Pandars in Iniquity cover the 
odious Monſter with Artificial Guiſes, and Diſ- 
ſembl'd Colours, to make it look Amiable, and 
Engaging. And when Sophiſtry, and Falſe Vit 
cloath the Fallacy, they eatily Seduce, and Be- 
guile the Ignorant, and Vicious; and Men arc 
oftentimes tempted to ſwallow that Diet for the 
Sauce, which they would otherwiſe Loath, and 
Nauſeate. When the Directors of Men's Conſci- 
ences turn Impoſtors, and Betray, and Miſlead them 

into thoſe Sins they ſhould teach them to avoid, 
ſuch Pernicious Infidelity to their Sacred Offie, 
ought juſtly to Entitle them, to all thoſe repeated 
Woes, denounc'd by. God and Chriſt againſt thoſe 
Fae Popes , and aan Doctors, who 
per- 
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perverted the Divine Law, and made even \ "We 


Bleſſed Word of God, the ſad Inſtrument of Dam- 


nation to Ma akin; 


Thus in all theſe Ae, we ſee there i is an 


Union, or as 'twere Confederacy | in Vice, it joyns 
hand in hand, and draws out into Leagues, and 


mb mein F it's Contagion ſpreads like a Leproſy; 
there's n Breathing in it's Air with Safety; 
we pon Four on 1t without endangering our 
Health, and Innocence, nor touch it without Unclean- 


neſs, and Pollution. In all theſe Caſes there 1s a 
Communication of Guilt both Backward, and For- 
ward, whereby we become Partakers of Other Men's 


Sins. In the Commander, Parent, or Governor, it 


Kecoils upon the Perſon in Authority, baſely Abu- 


fing his Power, Proſtituting the Ri eee of God 
to execrable Purpoſes, Betraying his Sacred Trug, 


and Commiſſion, and Violating his Faith, and Ho- 
naur. In Conniving at, Conſenting to, or Conceal- 
ing thoſe Impieties, we ought to Puniſh, Prevent, 


— - Re$train, we are poſitively Acceſſory to their 


Commiſſion, by a Tacit Approbation, and a Conſci- 
ous, and Cowardly Forbearance, By admin! ſtring 
Counſel, Direction, or Aſſiſtance towards them, we 
act the Part of the Tempter himſelf.  inſtigating E- 
vil, and promoting the Kingdom of Darkneſs. and 
the Deſtruction of our Fellow-Creatures. In 
Commending, Approving, or Defending any Crime,, 


we Appropriate it to ourſelves, Tranſgrels at ſe- 
1 cond. 
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cond hand, become the Guardians of Iniquity, 
and commence the Devil's Champions, to fight his 
Battles, and maintain his Canſe, and repreſent 


him in the moſt deteſtable Quality of his Nature, 
a Delight in the Diſhonour of God, and the Miſe- 
ry, and Ruin of Mankind. In Giving Offence by 
our Actions, we uſe our Liberty for a Cloak of Ma- 
| liciouſneſs, and make what would be otherwiſe 
Innocent, Culpable. By a Scandalous Life, and 


Example, we derive a Reproach upon our Holy 
Profeſſion, and muſt anſwer for all thoſe that are 


ſeduc'd by it's baleful, and infectious Influence. 


| 2 


By Inſtilling, or Propagating Heterodoxr, Schiſ- 


matical, Atheiſtical Fact ious, | or Immoral Principles 
into Others, we turn meer Anti-Chriſts, and E- 


miſſaries of Hell, and muſt anſwer for all the Souls 
that periſh thro' our Treachery, Guile, or Deluſion. 


Give me now leave very Briefly, and by way 


of Application of this whole Diſcourſe, to urge One 


or Two Particular Motives, to Deter us from 


— 


Partaking in Other Men's Sins. 


falling under this great and dangerous Guilt of 


1. The Fir may be drawn from the Confide- 
ration of that heavy Burthen of Guilt, which lies 


upon every Man's own Conſcience, too Great to 
need the Additional Weight of Others. That in 


itſelf (God knows) is enough to fink us, with- 
out his Infinite Mercy, and the All-atoning Merits 


of our Saviour, Now if the Malignity but of the 
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leaſt, ſingle Tranſgreſſion, without that, can con- 
ſign us over to Eternal Perdition, if as the Scrip- 

tures, and our own wretched Experience convince 
us, that even a Juſt Man falls ſeven times a day, 


what a Fearful Reckoning is He like to make, who 


beſides his own immenſe Summ, almoſt without 


Number, or Bounds, ſtands Chargeable for ſuch a 
long, and frightful Catalogue of Other Men's Sins ? 


Can he by any means (to uſe the Elegant Expreſſi- 5 


on of the Pſalmiſt) Redeem his Brother, or give to 
God a Ranſom for his Soul, that he has thus 


plung'd into Miſery, and ſeduc'd into Ruin? 


Can he be a Mediator for Another, that ſo much = 
wants the Interceſſion of One for Himſelf * Andif 


the Righteous can ſcarcely be ſav'd, where ſhall this 
 Ungodly, this Over-grown, this Ezorbitant Sinner, 


laden with Imquity, appear? Therefore, 


2. Secondly, The vaſt Extent, and Duration, 


with the infinite, lamentable Conſequences, of this 


Method of Sinning, ſhould Caution, and Deter us 
from falling into 1t. All other Crimes lie under 


| ſome Limitation ; they are at an End, or Die with 


the Man: But here a Man's Sin ſurvives his Fu- 


neral ; and even when he is Dead, he Sinneth. He 


that Propagates, or Publiſhes any pernicious Writ- 


ings, or Tenets, knows not how far their Poyſon 


will reach, or where the Deadly Contagion will 
ſtop. It is an Epidemical Evil, a National Calamity, 
an Everlaſting Plague, that has ſain it's Thouſands, 


and 
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and it's ten Thouſands, that in the hands of that 
Deſtroying Angel, the Devil, can taint whole Fa- 
milies, and Kingdoms, and tranſmit it's Venom 
down to Poſterity, and continue Spiritual Death 
to the End of the World. How do thoſe Exe- 
crable Miſcreants, Arrius, and Socinus, the“ ſo 
many Years Rotten in their Graves, till ſtink a- 
bove Ground, and live agen in an Helliſh Tranſ- 
migration of their Damnable Blaſphemies, and He- 
relies! How do they now Crucifie the Son of God 
afreſh, make him Die daily, and put him to an open, 
and continu d Shame! How do thoſe Atheiſtical 
Oracles Monſters, Hobbes, and Spinoza, in their Accurſed + 
Reel"; Books, and Proſelytes, ſtill deny the God that made 
the Chri- them, and anull the Covenant, whereby we are ſeal'd _ 
Lin, unto the day of Redemption! What a Magazine 
cc. of Sin, what an Inexhau$ible Fund of Debauchery, 
and Deſtruction, does any Author of Here ſie, 
Schiſm, or Immorality ſet up! Which tho' perhaps 
they may appear at firſt as Trifling, and Incon ſi- 
derable, will like Eliſha's Cloud, from being no 
bigger than a Man's Hand, gradually increaſe, till 
they fill the Heavens with Darkneſs, Thunder, and 
Tempeſt, Who would, have thought, Threeſcore 
Years ago, that the Romantick, and filly Enthuſr- 
aſms, of ſuch an Iliterate, and Scandalous Vretch 
as Fox, ſhould in the ſmall Compaſs even of 
our Memory pain ſuch mighty Ground, Capti- 
vate ſo many Fools, and Damn em with Diaboli- 
— 18 
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cal Inſpiration, and Non. ſenſial Cant? Or to go higher, 
Who would have imagin'd that Two or Three Jeſuits 
in Maſquerade crept into a Condenticle, ſhould fow thoſe 


Schiſmatical Seeds of Faction, and Rebellion, that in a few 
Years ſhould riſe to that Prodigious Degree, as to be 
able to graſp the Crown, contend with the Scepter, and not 
only Threaten, but Accompliſh the Downfal both of Charch 
and State? But how were theſe Numbers rais'd, and this 
Miſchief with ſuch amazing Succeſs carry'd on? Was it 
not by the many Wild, Latitudinarian, Extravagant Opin 


nions, and Bewitchiag Falſe Doftrins, the Impudeat Cla- 


mours, the Jying Miſrepreſentations, the Scandalous, and 


Falſe Libels, both upon the Nye, and the Church, that 


every Day were Trumpeted out of the Palpit, and the 


Preſs, thoſe Mints of Atheiſm, and Irreligion, that then 


Poyſond the N ation, and Beſolted it into it's own Ruin? 
And are not the ſame Hands at work agen, and the 
ſame Villainous Methods purſu'd? Were ever ſuch Outra- 


geous Blaſphemies againſt God, and all Religion, Natural, 


as well as Reveal d, vented Pablichly with Impunity, in 
any Chriſtian Church, or Kjngdom in the whole World, 


as at preſent in our own ? (be it ſpoken to our Shame, 
and if not remedy*d to our Confuſion) for if they fail 


of the ſame Effect, not to Embro/l us agen in Blood, and 
Ruin, it can be owing to nothing but God's Infinite, 


but Unmerited Mercy, and Long- Suſfering, that we are 


not utterly Conſum'd. 85 

Laſtly, This Manner of Sinning ought with a more 
peculiar Diligence to be avoided, becauſe 'tis what 
without the Super-Natural Aſſiſtance of the Divine 


Grace, we Can never Repent of, and tor which conſe- 


quently we can never be Forgiven. All Sins intail Dam- 
nation upon the Offenaor, but This almoſt with an in- 
evitable Neceſſity. For beſides that before we can arrive 


to this /ad Degree of Impiety, we mu it quite have Ext/z- 
guiſbd the Light of our Conſciences, and the Power of 


Goa's 
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God's Spirit upon them, it happens, Firſt, that we can 


have no #horoweh Ryovleage of the Extent of this Sin, it 
being Communicate fo unſuſpectedly), and at ſuch a Di- 
ſtance, And, Secondly, that it is a Crime, for the Injury 
whereof we can never make Reparation, or Reſtitution to 
the Perſon ſedac'd into it, and conſequently obtain no 


| Compleat, and Acceptable Repentance for it's Guilt, And 
tho” it could be ſuppos'd, that we ſhould Repent of it Our- 


ſelves, yet the Unhappy Perſons we have Betrayd, may 


be either ſo firmly ſettled in theit Errors, as to be incapa- 


ble of Coin, or gon into an Unchangeable State, and 
ſo out of thy Reach of being Reclaim d. Certainly, if 
there y Sin in the World, that does more eminently 


carry e Lage, and Superſcription of the Devil upon it, it 
15 ins, and what will infallibly inherit his ſevereſt Puniſb- 


imc us. If there are Different Degrees of Glory in Heaven, 


as the Apoſtle tells us, and by Aralogy we may conclude, 


O 


that there are dſſerent Degrees of Torment in Hell, accord- 
ing to the S/ze, and Qualit) of the Offendor, no Manſion 


injthat Diſmal Place will be too Bad for ſuch Exeſſive, and 
Aomindble C riminals; Where were they to meet with no 


other Aggravation to their Miſery, but that of Beholding, 


and Converſing with ſo many Wretched Objects, whom 
they brought into that Place' of Torment, it would heat 


the Furnace ſeven times hotter, add Fury to Hell-Flames, 
and a Double Weight to their Damnation. Now from 


this Tremendous Sin, which no Good Man can think ol, 
without Horror, or ſpeak of, without Trembling, 


| Good Lord Deliver Do. 
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